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BEFORE THE HON’BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL,
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI

_‘\\\ \\ ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 680 OF 2023
LR
el SAE

N THE MATTER OF:

:}-’Hm RAMAN ...APPLICANT
Y, VERSUS
UNION OF INDIA & ORS. ...RESPONDENT(S)

RESPONSE AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF THE RESPONDENT
NO. 3, CHAIRPERSON, TTZ AUTHORITY IN COMPLIANCE
"' WITH THE ORDER DATED 14.05.2025 IN THE CAPTIONED
7101 MATTER

I, Shailendra Kumar Singh S/o Shri Jitendra Singh, aged about 59 years,
presently serving as Commissioner, Agra Division and Chairman, Taj
Trapezium Zone Pollution (Prevention & Control) Authority, Agra, do
hereby solemnly affirm and state on oath as under:

1. That I am the Chairperson of Taj Trapezium Zone Authority
Pollution (Prevention and Control) Authority in the captioned
matter. ] am well conversant with the facts and circumstances of the
case and as such am competent to swear the present affidavit.

2. That the present O.A. relates to implementation of the Action Plan
for Control of Air Pollution in Agra City, 2019.

3. That this Hon’ble Tribunal vide order dated 14.05.2025 directed as
follows:

“Respondent No. 3, Chairman, TTZ Authority, Agra is also directed
wolf~ 10 file his affidavit disclosing the action taken by him to ensure

SMQ\ 6 f\ implementation of the action plan and in compliance with the

" Pawan Kumar
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powers conferred upon him under the Environment (Protection)

Act, 1986.”
That the State Government of Uttar Pradesh, Department of

Environment, vide Government Order No. 1426/55-TR1-2-2017-
09(fd)/2016 dated 25.01.2018, has mandated the preparation and

implementation of the Comprehensive Action Plan for Reducing
Air Pollution in the identified non-attainment cities of the State,
namely Agra, Varanasi, Kanpur, Lucknow and Moradabad, in
compliance with the directions of the Central Pollution Control
Board.

That under the aforesaid Government Order dated 25.01.2018, the
concerned District Magistrates and implementing authorities were
directed to ensure execution of short-term, medium-term and long-
term measures envisaged under the said Action Plan, and to submit
periodic Action Taken Reports to the competent authority. The G.O.
dated 25.01.2018 further provides that regular review meetings at
the district level be convened by the District Magistrates to monitor
the status of implementation, and that the concermed line
departments shall take all necessary steps for effective control of
air pollution in conformity with the provisions of the Air
(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 and the binding
directions of CPCB/UPPCB. A true copy of the Government Order
No. 1426/55—11{1-2-2017-09(@)/2016 dated 25.01.2018 is annexed
herewith and marked as Annexure R3/1.

That vide letter No. SII-Ud1-2-2019/09 (R€)2016 dated
11.04.2019, issued by the Chief Secretary, Government of Uttar
Pradesh, Environment Section-2, and addressed to various
departments and authorities, directions have been issued for the

ective implementation of the approved action plans for
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controlling air pollution in the 15 identified non-attainment cities
of Uttar Pradesh in compliance with the orders of the Hon’ble
National Green Tribunal dated 08.10.2018 in O.A. No. 681/2018.
A true copy of the letter No. SI1-Tat-2-2019/09 Re)2016 dated

11.04.2019 is annexed herewith and marked as Annexure R3/2.

7.  That the GRAP for the Agra has been classified under 4 different
stages of adverse air quality in Agra viz. Stage — I 'Poor' (AQI 201
- 300), Stage - II 'Very Poor (AQI 301- 400), Stage - III
‘Severe'(AQI 400-450) and Stage — IV 'Severe +' (AQIl >450)
respectively.

8.  Thatthe Action Plan for Control of Air Pollution in Agra City, 2019
to improve the air quality of the Agra City has been implemented
and as a result the quality of air in the area is improving. At
presently operating Continuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring
Stations (CAAQMS) at six designated locations within the city of
Agra which are connected with the server of CPCB, for the purpose
of monitoring and assessing ambient air quality parameters on a
sustained basis. The said monitoring centres have been established
at the following sites:

i.  Shahjahan Garden, Agra
ii. Rohata, Gwalior Road, Agra
iii. Nagar Nigam Building, Sanjay Place, Agra
iv. Awas Vikas Colony, Agra
v. EPIP Industrial Area, Agra
vi. Manoharpur, Dayalbagh, Agra
9. That these monitoring stations are instrumental in generating real-

time data pertaining to air quality indices, which serve as a critical
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implementation of pollution control measures within the Taj
Trapezium Zone and adjoining areas.

10.That, based on the ambient air quality records available on the
official portal (https://airquality.cpcb.gov.in/AQI India/) of the
Central Pollution Control Board, the Uttar Pradesh Pollution

Control Board has undertaken a comparative analysis of the air
quality for different months and years. A table showing the AQI for
the period from the year 2020 up to August, 2025 is given below,

showing the improvement in the air quality over the years:

Air Quality Index (AQI)

Month 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025
January 222 285 184 88 121 93
February 186 214 124 55 72 78
March 100 190 142 58 71 92
April 94 190 143 70 70 110
May 94 87 121 73 79 92
June 99 97 L 76 61 76
July 81 72 38 55 38 45
August 76 68 42 79 31 58
September | 139 51 53 74 42 -
October 258 156 107 108 95 -
November 296 302 117 143 141 -
December 306 218 107 106 78 -

Annual 163 154 106 82 75 -

Avg.
A

11. That it is further submitted that in exercise of powers conferred
under Section 5 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, the

Y 7
w,-! umar \ Respondent No. 3 has issued various directions and notices to the
¥ [ Sharma Advocate * ‘
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concerned local bodies and statutory authorities, including but not
limited to Nagar Nigams, Development Authorities, Uttar Pradesh
Jal Nigam, Uttar Pradesh State Road Transport Corporation
(UPSRTC), the U.P. Pollution Control Board, and other agencies
entrusted with environmental management and compliance, for the
effective implementation of environmental safeguards within the
territorial jurisdiction of Agra and its adjoining districts.

Copies of notices issued by the Respondent No. 3 are annexed
herewith and marked as Annexure R3/3 (colly).

12. That the Respondent No. 3 has duly fixed responsibility upon the
respective departments and officers concerned, thereby ensuring
accountability and coordinated execution of the prescribed
environmental measures.

Copies of the orders fixing responsibility upon departments and
officers concerned are annexed herewith and marked as Annexure
R3/4 (colly).

13. That the present response is submitted submitted before this

Hon’ble Tribunal for its kind perusal and necessary consideration.

/

DEPONENT

VERIFICATION - =
Verified at . (n&ﬁr.... on-this l?"day of September, 2025 that the
contents of the above affidavit are tme and correct to the best of my

knowledge and beﬁef and nothmg matenal has been concealed therefrom.

DEPONENT

Pawan Kumar
Sharms Advocate
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(i) Construction material should be covered by a sheet made of either jute

tarpaulin, plastic or any other effective material.

Trucks/lorries should not be over loaded to avoid overflow of material
(C&D wastes/construction material) during transportation,

(i)
(ili) The unloading activities of construction material at site/off site to ensure
the dispersal of dust borne particles are minimized by either location of
dumpsite or using water sprinklers or covered by a sheet made of either
Jute, tarpaulin, plastic or any other effective material.

All areas for storing C&D wastes / construction material to be demarcated
and preferably barricaded particularly those materials that have potential to
be dust borne.

(iv)

(v) Dry sweeping of work areas to be prohibited.

16.

13.

14.

15.
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(vi) Smooth movement of incoming & out going vehicles / trucks.
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(ii)

Co! i i
tarn;;rlgctlolnx material should be covered by a sheet made of either jute
paulin, plastic or any other effective material.

'(Té\.\;ll;s/lomes should not be over loaded to avoid overflow of material
wastes/construction material) during transportation.

(iii) 'l;lhe unloading activities of construction material at site/off site to ensure '
the d\spersal of dust borne particles are minimized by either location of
flumpsne or using water sprinklers or covered by a sheet made of either
jute, tarpaulin, plastic or any other effective material.

(iv) All areas for storing C&D wastes / construction material to be demarcated
and preferably barricaded particulatly those materials that have potential to
be dust borne. '

(v) Dry sweeping of work areas to be prohibited.
(vi) Smooth movement of incoming & out going vehicles / trucks.
(vii) Wind breaking walls around construction site.
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